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State Party’s Progressive Caucus for
leading the effort to pass the resolu-
tion. The resolution states that ‘‘far
from eradicating the Taliban and other
insurgencies, the presence of foreign
troops has instead strengthened them,
creating greater insecurity, death and
impoverishment of the Afghan people.”

The California Democratic Party’s
resolution expresses deep concern for
the ‘“‘honorable American young men
and women who have been killed and
wounded” and the terrible toll of the
war on their families. It notes that our
involvement in Afghanistan ‘‘continues
to cost billions of dollars each month
while the United States and particu-
larly the State of California are in an
economic crisis without money to fund
domestic needs.”

The resolution also calls attention to
the plight of the Afghan women who
have suffered greatly during the war,
and it calls for an end to military ac-
tion that causes civilian casualties. It
urges President Obama to redirect
America’s ‘“‘funding and resources to
include an increase in humanitarian
and developmental aid.” It also asks
the President to encourage
“multiparty talks aimed at ensuring a
Democratic and legitimate representa-
tion of the people of Afghanistan, as
well as a multiparty regional diplo-
macy for the safety and stability of
neighboring countries.”

Mr. Speaker, the resolution was
adopted after the members of the Cali-
fornia Democratic Party heard the
powerful testimony of Marine veteran
Rick Reyes. He has served in both Iraq
and Afghanistan, and he said, There is
no military solution to Afghanistan.
The problems in Afghanistan are social

problems, problems that cannot be
fixed militarily.
Mr. Speaker, instead of escalating

the war and bringing more destruction
to Afghanistan, we must devote our re-
sources to improving the lives of the
Afghan people. This change in strategy
will achieve a number of very impor-
tant goals. It will give the Afghan peo-
ple hope for their future. It will give
them a reason to reject violent extre-
mism. It will save the lives of our
troops, and it will save the lives of Af-
ghan civilians. And it will save money,
money that we need to invest in what
will truly make our Nation stronger
and safer, which includes energy inde-
pendence, jobs, and reforming health
care so that health care doesn’t actu-
ally strangle our economy.

Mr. Speaker, there is a lot that we
should be doing, and this is what the
American people want the Obama ad-
ministration to focus on. That’s why I
will join with millions of Americans in
the days ahead to oppose the escalation
of the war in Afghanistan, and to con-
tinue to urge our President to change
course.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.
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(Mr. WOLF addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NAVY
SEALS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
Navy SEALs are the United States
Navy’s elite commandos. And last week
we learned that they captured one of
the most wanted terrorists in all of
Iraq. Ahmed Hashim Abed was behind
the murder and mutilation of four
Blackwater USA security guards in
Fallujah in the year 2004. This ring-
leader of this ambush planned the mur-
der of these four Americans in
Fallujah. And these four Blackwater
security guards, what they were doing
was transporting supplies from one
place to another.

So he had planned, Abed had planned
an ambush against these individuals.
They are ambushed. They are mur-
dered. The bodies of these four mur-
dered Americans were then dragged
through the streets, burned and hung
from a bridge in Fallujah. Mr. Speaker,
I’'ve been to that very bridge in the
year 2005, and you still have an eerie
feeling knowing that four Americans
were hung there in public view. The
U.S. military, by the way, has put a
plaque on that bridge in honor of those
security guards.

And so congratulations are in order
to the Navy SEALs who captured the
mastermind behind this ambush and
the murder of these four Americans.
We should be celebrating this achieve-
ment, and these Navy SEALs should be
getting medals for their work doing
what we’ve asked them to do. But
that’s not what is happening, Mr.
Speaker. The military has decided to
court-martial the Navy SEALs. It
seems that this terrorist, Abed,
claimed that he was punched in the
mouth by the Navy SEALs, and he
wants justice. He wants American jus-
tice.

You know, it’s the same mouth that
preaches hate in the name of religion,
the same mouth that demands death to
America, the same big mouth that or-
dered the murder of the four Ameri-
cans. So the SEALs must answer to
this accusation by a terrorist that they
captured. After all, the terrorist must
have some of that American justice.
Next thing we know, we’ll be giving
these terrorists on the battlefield their
Miranda warnings. Oh, we already do
that.

Well, then after that, they’re going
to want to be tried in civilian courts in
the United States. But we’re already
doing that as well. Have we gone a bit
too far with the kid glove treatment
that we treat these madmen, these ter-
rorists, these people who kill Ameri-
cans?

The nation is at war, Mr. Speaker.
You know, punching occurs in war.
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Shooting also occurs in war. Instead of
a court-martial, the SEALs should be
dispatched to go and capture another
terrorist. But that’s not happening.
They are going to be court-martialed
because some terrorist supposedly got
a bruised mouth.

The SEALs in question are Matthew
McCabe, he’s a special operations petty
officer second class; Petty Officer Jon-
athan Keefe; and Petty Officer Julio
Huertas. They are going to be court-
martialed because some terrorist al-
leges they got punched in the mouth.

It’s ironic, Mr. Speaker, that the
SEALs will be arraigned next Monday,
December 7. December 7, everybody in
the United States Navy remembers
that day. See, it’s been 68 years since
the Navy and America was attacked on
December the 7th at Pearl Harbor. And
now these individuals, ironically, will
be arraigned that day.

Mr. Speaker, can you imagine some-
one in World War II, a soldier, a ma-
rine, somebody in the United States
Navy, being tried for punching an
enemy combatant in the mouth during
World War II? You know, we should be
commending the Navy SEALs for doing
the job that we’ve asked them to do.
They’re the best that we have in this
country. We’ve asked them to do tough
assignments, and we should be sup-
porting them. The terrorists ought to
be on trial for murdering Americans.
And the Navy SEALs ought to be get-
ting medals for doing what we have
asked them to do. And I say congratu-
lations to the Navy SEALs for a job
well done.

And that’s just the way it is.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

TRANSPARENCY AT THE FEDERAL
RESERVE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, Federal Re-
serve Chairman Ben Bernanke does not
want us to know any the details of the
Fed’s secret operations. This position
is not surprising and has been typical
of all central bank chairmen.
Bernanke’s stated goal is “‘to design a
system of financial oversight that will
provide a robust framework for pre-
venting future crises.”

During its 96 years of existence, the
Federal Reserve has played havoc with
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